Dear Susan:

I am the chairperson of the Distinguished Book Award Committee for the Labor and Labor Movements Section of the American Sociological Association.  In 2008, the section will honor a book as the best publication based on original research in the sociology of work, the labor process, the working class, labor unions, or working class movements.   This is the most prestigious scholarly award given by our section.    

We are beginning the process of selecting the 2008 winner.  As part of the selection process we ask publishers with active sociology and/or labor lists to nominate titles for consideration.  There are no methodological or theoretical restrictions.    Books published in 2006 and 2007 are eligible.  You are free to nominate more than one title, though we prefer that you select one or two that you feel are most outstanding. 

The work of our committee depends in large part on the quality of the books nominated.  We hope you will take the time to select worthy candidates and forward them to us.   We promise that we will give them careful consideration: our committee members expect to review as many as 50 books before selecting a list of approximately 10 finalists.  The winner and worthy runners-up will be publicly announced at the ASA annual meeting in August 2008. 

I am enclosing a list of the committee members with their mailing addresses.  Please send a copy of each nominated book to each committee member, and send a list to me for our records (at smckay@ucsc.edu).  The deadline for nominations is February 15, 2008.  We need to receive nominated books by the deadline to assure that our committee will have ample time to make a selection.  In fact, the sooner we receive them, the better.

Sincerely,

Prof. Steven C. McKay

Chair, Distinguished Book Award Committee
Section on Labor and Labor Movements
American Sociological Association 
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